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The will to win,
the desire to succeed,
the urge to reach your full potential ...
these are the keys that will




The key that you are wearing on your tassel today
represents the many doors that your education at
Lynn will open for you,
During your time here, you were among the first college
students in the nation to experience boundless classrooms
with iPad-powered learning. You gained a global mindset
with peers from 100 countries. And for many of you, that
global experience extended well beyond campus as you
studied in programs around the world. Some of you earned
national championship trophies. Some of you graduated at
warp speed through Lynn's accelerated degree programs.
Some of you have already connected with your future
employers through the career center.
And all of you are now part of a proud tradition of Lynn
University graduates who leave here with the intellectual
flexibility to achieve your potential and build a better world.
Wear your tassel key proudly, graduate. We hope this
memento will help you, our newest alumni, remember
your home, your friends and your life-affirming experiences
at Lynn University.
Congratulations, class of 2017.
#LynnGrad
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The candidates for degrees
The university faculty
The platform party
Announcement of awards and honors
The Dean's Award for Excellence in Graduate Education
The Evening Undergraduate Division Award
Conferring of degrees
Gregg C. Cox
Vice President for Academic Affairs
Invocation
Jon Robertson
Dean, Conservatory of Music
Presented by
Katrina Carter- Tellisen
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
RT Good
Dean, College of Business and Management
David L. Jaffe
Dean, Eugene M. and Christine E. Lynn
College of International Communication
Jeffrey Johnson
Dean, Burton D. Morgan College of Aeronautics
Jon Robertson
Dean, Conservatory of Music
Kathleen Weigel
Dean, Donald E. and Helen L. Ross College of Education
America the Beautiful
Lyrics by Katherine Lee Bates,
music composed by Samuel A. Ward






Doctor of Education' 17 Conferred by
Kevin M. Ross
President










Commencement speaker, Robert Watson
Dr. Robert Watson is professor of American studies in the
College of Arts and Sciences at Lynn University and an author,
media commentator and community activist.
Following the 2016 presidential campaign, which he believes
to be the most divisive since the 18608, Watson developed
Project Civitas at Lynn to promote civility in politics and public
life through education in and outside the classroom. Initiatives
include having the mayor of Boca Raton declare March to be
Civility Month, hosting "Dialogues in Civility" programs comple-
menting Lynn's Dialogues core curriculum, and encouraging
leaders and communities to take a civility pledge.
"We will never be able to address the issues facing our country
if we are unable to have open, courteous and fact-based
conversations," Watson said. "A healthy democracy requires
a commitment to cooperation and the ability to compromise."
A noted historian, Watson has published more than 40 books
and hundreds of scholarly articles, book chapters and essays.
His book America's First Crisis won book of the year in history
at the Independent Publishers Awards, and his current book,
The Nazi Titanic, has been featured at leading book festivals
and is up for several awards. He has co-convened a half-dozen
national conferences on the American presidency, moderated
political debates and forums, and delivered more than 1,500
keynote addresses, town hall programs and lectures. He is
the founder of three nonprofit think tanks dedicated to civic
education, political reform and fact-checking campaign lies.
Media outlets including CNN, NBC, The New York Times,
Washington Post, Time and the SSC have interviewed Watson
thousands of times. Watson is the editor of SUNY Press' book
series on the American presidents and edits and directs the
encyclopedia sets American Presidents and American First
Ladies for Salem Press/Grey House Publishing.
Watson has served on scholarly journal boards, academic
associations and both community and presidential foundations.
He is the founding editor of White House Studies and has
offered countless free History Day programs for K-12 schools,
teacher training workshops on civics, and town halls on politics
for the community.
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Student speaker, Amanda Chapman Orndorff' 17
Amanda Chapman Orndorff is receiving a Doctor of Education
degree in educational leadership. A lifelong resident of Palm
Beach County, she holds a Bachelor of Science in telecommuni-
cations from the University of Florida and a Master of Education
in educational leadership from Florida Atlantic University.
Orndorff accepted her first teaching position in 2004 at her
alma mater, Atlantic Community High School in Delray Beach.
She taught television production, film and leadership and
coordinated the Ninth Grade Academy-work that would
inspire a career-long interest. Ninth Grade Academies are
one of several strategies employed nationally to help students
transition more successfully from middle to high school.
From 2011-2013, Orndorff served as a media production
specialist at The Education Network, the Palm Beach County
School District's television station in Boynton Beach. In 2013,
she became assistant principal at Santaluces Community High
School in Lake Worth, where she oversaw and strengthened
the Career Academies, coordinated Ninth and Tenth Grade
Academies, and created ROTC and criminal justice programs
(the latter with the Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office). In 2015,
she accepted her current position as assistant principal at
Spanish River Community High School in Boca Raton.
Orndorff chose Lynn's EdD. program because of its practitioner
focus. "I could take my work in Ninth Grade Academies and
develop a research-based solution," she said. She also was
drawn by the faculty's scope of expertise and personal interest
in students' success.
Orndorff and her husband, Andrew, are parents of a son,
Austin, 5, and a daughter, Avery, 1. Orndorff is grateful to
her professors, Dean Kathleen Weigel, her husband and
their parents for their support while she balanced her studies,
a full-time job and second-time motherhood.
Her Ed.D. from Lynn is opening doors to a world of possibilities.
"I have no idea what the next step is," Orndorff said, "but I do
know it's not just one thing and that my doctorate is the key.
The opportunities might be in business, education or a hybrid
of the two-or I might be the world's best high school principal."
Academic procession Traditions
Faculty marshals
Chief marshal: Karen Casey
Burton D. Morgan College of Aeronautics: David Peeler
College of Arts and Sciences: Eric Hamm
College of Business and Management: Kristen Migliano
Eugene M. and Christine E. Lynn College of International Communication: Stephanie Jackson
Donald E. and Helen L. Ross College of Education: Jennifer Lesh
Conservatory of Music: Tom McKinley
2017 class gift
Each year, members of the graduating class leave behind
gift symbolizing their time at Lynn. The class of 2017 cant
this proud tradition by contributing to the Alumni Pay It Fe
Endowed Scholarship. Established in 2016, the scroierst
awarded to a first-year student who is in good academic
and in need of financial assistance. The university is grate
the graduating class of 2017 for "paying it forward" so the
students can one day fulfill their potential and achieve sue
the world.
Gonfalon bearers
Burton D. Morgan College of Aeronautics: Amanda Holleman
College of Arts and Sciences: Melissa Lehman
College of Business and Management: Alison Rampersad
Eugene M. and Christine E. Lynn College of International Communication: Martin Phillips
Donald E. and Helen L. Ross College of Education: Kelly Burlison
Conservatory of Music: Eric Van der Veer Varner
Academic regalia
The academic robes and hoods worn by the faculty anI
students lend color to the pageantry of commencemen
regalia dates back into the medieval ages, when it serYI
functional as well as an ornamental role, separating the
men from other groups and offering warmth and proteli:
Board of trustees
Christine E. Lynn, Chairman
Stephen F. Snyder, Vice Chairman
Jan Carlsson '94
J. Hagood Ellison, Jr.
John P. Langan '81
James Milby
R. Brady Osborne, Jr.
William J. Rehrig
Victoria Rixon
Paul A. Robina '74
Kevin M. Ross, President
Bill Shubin
Hugh Carville, Chairman Emeritus
Administration
Kevin M. Ross, President
Michael Antonello, General Counsel
Christian G. Boniforti, Chief Information Officer
Gregg C. Cox, Vice President for Academic Affairs
Gareth P. Fowles, Vice President for Enrollment Management
Laurie Levine, Vice President for Business and Finance
Gregory J. Malfitano, Senior Vice President for Development and Administration
Phillip Riordan, Vice President for Student Affairs
Sherrie Weldon, Chief Marketing Officer
Donald E. Ross, President Emeritus
In America in the late 19th century, representatives of ~
and universities held a conference to bring order and ~
to the custom of academic dress. Since then, there h~
periodic conferences to revise or reconfirm existing pm
Undergraduates wear the black robes with the white C(
Holders of the master's degree wear hoods, which 8l'9!
with the colors of the college conferring the degree an€
with the color representing the subject in which the des
earned. The doctoral robe is adorned with velvet and ie
worn with the hood suitably ornamented.
Holders of degrees from foreign universities or religious
wear the entire academic costume as decreed by the (
institution.
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The colors on the hoods worn
in the academic procession represent:
Traditions
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Undergraduate honor medal ribbons represent:
White-Cum Laude
Blue- Magna Cum Laude
Gold - Summa Cum Laude
Gold and green honor cord:
Red and white honor cord:
Blue and gold honor cord:
Violet and jade green honor cord:
Gold honor cord:
Red, white and black honor cord:
Blue and white honor cord:
Gold and ivory honor cord:
Royal blue and gold honor cord:
Red, white and blue cord:
3.50 to 3.64 grade point average
3.65 to 3.79 grade point average
3,80 to 4.00 grade point average
Sigma Beta Delta business honor society
Lambda Pi Eta national communication honor society
Alpha Phi Sigma national criminal justice honor society
Kappa Delta Pi international education honor society
Eta Sigma Delta international hospitality honor society
Pi Sigma Alpha national political science honor society
Psi Chi international psychology honor society
Order of Omega Greek academic honor society
Golden Key academic, leadership and service honor society
U.S. military veterans
The gonfalons
The gonfalons, a tradition that originated in the civic rituals
of 12th century Italy, are a part of Lynn University's academic
ceremonial protocol.
Lynn University designed the gonfalons in accordance with the
standards established for all colleges and universities, and each
bears the college's unique symbolic color. The university seal is
presented on each gonfalon to embody the common bonds that
unite faculty and students as members of one academic community.
The vice president for academic affairs, in consultation with the
academic deans, selects the faculty members honored to serve
as gonfalon bearers.
Special awards
The Dean's Award for Excellence in Graduate Education
Each college and the Conservatory of Music give this award to the
graduate who displays outstanding potential for scholarship and
leadership in his or her respective field.
The ceremonial academic mace
The academic mace dates back to the 14th century, when royalty,
magistrates, and church or university officials carried maces in official
processions. The design of the ceremonial academic mace incorporates
elements from royal scepters and battle maces, representing both
leadership and strength.
During the commencement ceremony, the mace indicates the authority
of the university president to award degrees. The chief marshal carries
the mace.
The Lynn University mace consists of a three-foot-tall wood scepter
with a bronze cast of the Lynn University seal on the top. It was
designed in 2002 by Graphic Design Professor Emeritus Ernest
Ranspach, who presented it to then-Lynn University President
Donald E. Ross in honor of 30 years of leadership and service.
The Evening Undergraduate Division Award
Lynn University presents this award to the degree candidate who
has maintained the highest grade point average. Students having
transfer hours from other institutions are eligible for the award as
long as they have obtained at least 90 credits from Lynn University.
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are Just a few reasons why.
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We are the champions
(again and again) ...
1I '
Blene Aklilu Betemariam
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Chair, Dissertation in Practice: Suzanne King
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Colleen Gleason
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Chair, Dissertation in Practice: Kathleen Weigel
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in the General Education Classroom
Chair, Dissertation in Practice: Jennifer Lesh
Adriana Isabel Guerra
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Chair, Dissertation in Practice: Joseph Melita
Linda L. Jordan
The Teenage Brain: A Guide for Educators
Chair, Dissertation in Practice: Kathleen Weigel
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Dual Enrollment






Chair, Dissertation in Practice: Richard Jones
Kelly K. Nigro
Teacher Preparation: An Innovative Simulation Program
to Prepare the Next Generation Student
Chair, Dissertation in Practice: Kelly Burlison
Amanda Chapman Orndorff
Implementing a Ninth Grade Academy
Chair, Dissertation in Practice: Kathleen Weigel
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Movement into Phonics through Backward Design Curriculum,
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Summer Reading Loss
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English Language Leamers Through Blended Learning
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Thomas A. Welter
The Educational Encounter-Storytelling of Successful African
American and Latino Immigrant Male High School Graduates
Chair, Dissertation in Practice: Suzanne King
Becky Youngman
Implementing a Ninth Grade Academy
Chair, Dissertation in Practice: Kathleen Weigel
David Youngman
Implementing a Ninth Grade Academy



























Improving Academic Outcomes for Economically Ol~advantaged
English Language Learners Through Blende.d Leammg
Chair, Dissertation in Practice: James Guthrie
continued




























Thomas A. Welter .
The Educational Encounter - Storytellin? of Successful Afrtcan
American and Latino Immigrant Male High School Graduates
Chair, Dissertation in Practice: Suzanne KingS;mulation Program
ent
Ily Burlison Becky Youngman
Implementing a Ninth Grade Academy .
Chair, Dissertation in Practice: Kathleen Weigel
David Youngman
Implementing a Ninth Grade Academy ,
Chair, Dissertation in Practice: Kathleen Weigel
oftware Application Integrating






















Renatta Shalini Nitra Bissoondatt
Daryce Blanco




























































Maggie Catherine Workman Newton
College of Business and Management




















Jorge L. Sanchez (Financial Valuation
and Investment Management)


















Thalie Juliette Mona M. Carmigniani
Robert Gordon Chaiton
Ronaldo De Almeida Campos












































Hebert Enrique Romero Gonzalez
Ana Maria Saavedra Calix



























Ranwala Arachchige Oshadi Karunaratne
Deborah Lanford
Maximilian Lang






























Rossana M. Chamorro Pasos








Carolina Frichman Del Tosto
Sarah Anne Gandrey
Alicia Gabriela Garcia Carbonell
International Business Management




Thais Bastos Leite da Silveira
Raphael David Bernstein
Michelle Rosalie Callahan
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Diana Patricia Linares Leon
Anastasiia Lipatkina
Javier Lopez-Mocnon
Lila Cristina Louis Vasquez
Aimee A. Luongo
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Carla M. Gonzalez Partida




























Milvia Carolina Del Valle Fermin Diaz
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Donald E. and Helen L. Ross
College of Education




















Michael John Pittman (Bassoon)
Trace Leighton Johnson (Cello)
Cameron Vincent Hewes (Clarinet)
Jared Benoit Harrison (Flute)
Anastasiia Tonina (Flute)
Robert Louis Williams (French Horn)
.Jiaxian u (Piano)
Guillermo Garcia Cuesta (Trumpet)
Camille H. Ripple (Viola)
Katherine Balof (Violin)
Yvonne Lee Sool Cheen (Violin)
Yordan Donchev Tenev (Violin)
Exceptional Student Education








Daniela Isabel Ava Ibarra
Tyler Phillips Babcock
Claudia Barba Arroyo
Sohad Adnan S. Bargwi
Anthony J. Boyer
Valerie Nicole Cabrera Brugal
Maria Jose Cardenas Echeverri
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Alma Mater Under skies of blue
We've made friends so true
From every corner of the world
Celebrating different cultures
Made us see Ourworld anew.
Music and lyrics by Joe Carey
Choral anarcement by Rick Krive
From this caring place
We will squarely face
The challenge of our destiny
Like our Fighting Knights
We'll lilt hearts and sights
And we'll go forth in victory.




Alma Mater Under skies of blueWe've made friends so true
From every corner of the world
Celebrating different cultures
Made us see our world anew.
Music and lyrics by Joe Carey
Choral arrangement by Rick Krive
From this caring place
We will squarely face
The challenge of our destiny
Like our Fighting Knights
We'll lift hearts and sights
And we'll go forth in victory.
And if our blue skies should turn to grey days
Or we misplace a dream or two
We'll remember Alma Mater
And then Her spirit will see us through.
So let's raise our voice
In a proud refrain
Remembering good times we all knew
Hail all hail our Alma Mater
Lynn University ... Here's to you!


